AFLS Annual General Meeting – Reports September 2011
UK Relations (Pierre Larrivée)

The post of UK relations was simplified with the creation of an internationalisation officership, and the fact that AFLS is represented at AUPHF by one of our former presidents, Kate Beeching, who has ensured a very effective link.
The main activities consisted in attending UCML and UCGAL meetings. AFLS representation was instrumental in organising the UCGAL launch at the BA on January 22. I effected consultations with the executive and with members on issues concerning the national evaluation exercise REF – one which is under way. AFLS’s response is usually fed to HEFCE through AUPHF and whether this could be done directly is something to be considered. Support was also lent to the President in reaction to threats of department closures, and to the language assistant scheme. An outstanding issue is the formal participation of AFLS to UCML, which is currently operated through my former affiliating department being a member and not AFLS, who has not paid its fees.
Other UK relations actions notably comprised:
.Highlighting the importance of AFLS, there appeared the article French Linguistics Research and Teaching  in UK and Irish HE institutions, co-authored by Wendy Ayres-Bennett, Kate Beeching, Pierre Larrivée and Florence Myles, in Philippe Lane and Michael Worton (Eds). French Studies in the UK : Today and Tomorrow. Liverpool University Press.
A LLAS workshop was organised by EL and PL on June 3rd at Aston with the support of AFLS, where there was a healthy representation from French Linguistics.
In summary, AFLS has excellent relations with other scholarly associations, and responds diligently to national challenges. The relation is more mediate with HEFCE and funding bodies, and whether their representatives could be more closely associated with is something to envisage.
I want to thank AFLS for this opportunity to serve on the committee, and send all my best wishes for the future successes


Pierre Larrivée, 31.08.11
