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Website (Vivienne Rogers)

The role of the website editor grew considerably this year with the increased role of the

AFLS committee in the conference. This necessitated certain changes to the website and

what we would like to offer delegates for the future. It had previously been agreed at

committee that we would offer the possibility of online credit card payment. We

therefore took the decision to upgrade our webhosting with UK2.net from a home

account to a small business account, which gave us a free SSL certificate. This certificate

means that we have sufficient security possibilities to take credit card details online.

However, technical delays with the certificate and the lack of policy on the storage of

credit card details meant that unfortunately online payment was not available this year.

However, once the committee and AGM have agreed a credit card details storage policy

then the technical side of the website is ready. I have previously circulated to the AFLS

committee my opinions as to what this policy needs to address.
For the conference we regularly updated the website as details became available. We

also ran an online registration form. Due to the difficulties mentioned above and the

requirement of Peterhouse to have final numbers by the end of May, this was not as

smooth as planned. However, the registration form meant we had no spam registrations

and took all the necessary details for those wishing to join the association at the same

time as registering as well as book accommodation in college. In previous years the

systems were quite separate. The aim was to facilitate the membership secretary and

treasurer and mean fewer forms and payments for the person wishing to join. The

online form also meant that I could easily create the conference badges and lists for the

organising committee.
I have received the new issue of Cahiers today (31 Aug) as I have been on holiday and

will upload it as soon as possible.
Due to the increased workload and the technical requirements of the post, I have asked

the committee for a shadow to replace me in 2011. However, if someone were

interested in taking over immediately (with obvious handover help) and had sufficient

programming skills then I would be willing to step down early. The website is written in

php and uses MySQL for the online forms. Experience in both is essential for the person

taking over the role.
(vivienne.rogers@education.ox.ac.uk)
